Austin/Humboldt Park MISA Consortium
Meeting Minutes for September 22, 2009

Location: Thresholds

Present: Nesha Breashers, Thresholds; Isidro Cardona, St. Mary’s Hospital; Kenyatta Cathey, Haymarket Center, Susan Flynn, Gateway Foundation
Susan distributed the minutes for the July 28, 2009 meeting. No changes to the content of the minutes were recommended.

Action Taken: Minutes were approved and accepted.
DMH Update: 

No report

Agency Updates: 
Thresholds reports that their hiring freeze is over and they are currently hiring for approximately 70 positions.
Haymarket has openings for Medicaid eligible MISA clients and two counselor vacancies.

St. Mary’s reported no major changes, and that some DMH funding was restored and their census is currently good. 

Gateway Foundation is increasing the census in their DASA programs and related staffing needs.

Continuity of Care Committee Update:

No report. The last meeting, scheduled to take place at Haymarket, was cancelled due to a power surge.

Committee Leadership Update:
The current Steering Committee Chair, Peter Gubbe, of Caritas, sent correspondence stating that he could not remain in the position for at least the remainder of the year.

Action Taken: Elections to be held in January for the new chair person and secretary.
New Business: 

Isidro suggested that due to financial and time constraints, the committee look at combining the Continuity of Care Committee and the Steering Committee into one meeting. All agreed, with the stipulation that the focus of each meeting is clearly delineated. Nesha suggested that a conference call option be made available in the event that a committee member can not attend in person. Further, she offered to have Thresholds provide a static conference call phone number and would coordinate the distribution of that information.

Action Taken: 

· In January, the two meetings will be combined with two different agendas. Isidro will compile the Continuity of Care Committee’s agenda and Susan will compile the Steering Committee’s.
· Nesha will arrange conference call capabilities and distribute the information prior to the meeting to committee members via email.

· Isidro will inform the Continuity of Care committee of this change.

Announcements:

Nesha announced that the next quarter’s training schedule was being finalized and if an agency is interested in hosting a training, they should contact Nesha via email.

Next Meeting: January 26, 2010, at 1:30pm at Madden MHC.
