ENGLEWOOD MISA CONSORTIUM

Meeting Minutes

April 10, 2008

Attending: Christie Dixon, Div. Of Rehabilitation Services; Janice Draski, Abraxas Southwood Interventions; Betty Craig, IDOC / PRU; Othello Banner, Auburn-Gresham BHC; Pete Hardy, Thresholds Rowen Trees; William Hayes, CMHC.

Review Minutes: Minutes were approved without corrections or additions.

Grant Opportunity – Drug Free Communities Support Program – Attending members were informed of the upcoming scheduled meeting for the work group on Tuesday April 22, 2008 from 2 – 4 at Abraxas Southwood Interventions. William identified those consortium members who had agreed to participate in the workgroup which included: Rev. Rodney Walker, Teamwork Englewood; Betty Craig, IDOC / PRU; David Johnson, Abraxas; Janice Draski, Abraxas; Dr. Strudivant, ICOCE; Johnny Banks, A Knock at Midnight; and William Hayes, CMHC. It was agreed that a status report regarding the progress being made in the workgroup would be shared with all consortium members during our regularly scheduled consortium meeting until completion of the application process.

Parole Officers Training – 2nd Session: Ms. Craig informed the attending members that she had contacted and spoken with their Training Academy regarding the 2nd Training Session scheduled for April 17, 2008 from 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at Park National Bank. She also indicated that because Donna Howe,  had been out of the office for the last week or so she had been unsuccessful with coordinating and securing CEUs for staff.  Ms. Craig announced that subsequently, staff would not receive a certification for CEUs on the day of the training, but did indicate that she would contact Ms. Howe upon her return and attempt to make the necessary provisions to ensure that CEUs are issued to qualified staff. Ms. Craig also indicated that she had coordinated with Ms. Russell and Mr. Muhammad the pick up and delivery of the TIPs reference books. Ms. Craig indicated the books would be delivery to the Bank and maintained by Teamwork Englewood. William informed the members that he and Dr. Sturdivant met at the bank and coordinated with Ms. Gaba the room arrangements. William reiterated to the members that consistent with the previous training IDOC has agreed to provide lunch and Teamwork Englewood will supply the coffee, water, ice, cups, sugar, and cream. Participating members collectively agreed to arrive at  the by 10:30 A.M.  

Prevention Services for youth Englewood: There was a brief discussion regarding existing prevention services for youth in the Englewood Community. William indicated that CMHC has a specialized program call Links to Learning that provides some degree of preventive services at Sherfield Elementary School. Christie Dixon stated that she was very certain that Metropolitan Family services provide preventive services but was not able confirm primary or secondary levels of preventive services being provided. Christie did state that she would follow up and see if she could identify a contact person. Members were asked if they could research their own agencies as well as other agencies and bring any formidable information back to the next meeting. The group agreed that it would be a great idea if we could have someone come and do a presentation regarding youth drug prevention services or related programs.

Training Committee: Janice informed the members that the training committee did not get a chance to meet; however, did recommend that the trainings that were identified by staff in the 2007 staff survey should be the trainings that we consider. Othello asked if Dr. Sturdivant could provide her with information regarding the Illinois Co-Occurring Center for Excellence so that she could give this information to her Director. William recommended that Othellol give Dr. Sturdivant a call and ask her to forward her the information that she needs. Janice and Othellol agreed to coordinate with Dr. Sturdivant a tentative schedule of possible training dates. The training committee will provide and update as to their progress.

Agency Announcements: Ms. Dixon announced that there will be a Transition Fair held sponsored by Chicago Public Schools, ILDHS-Division of Rehabilitation Services and Olive Harvey College on April 22, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Olive Harvey College. William had out flyers and announced that the Southside Resource Center had moved and now is located at 5660 South Sangamon. He informed that this program is available to individual to individuals that are experiencing homelessness or at-risk of becoming homeless.

