ENGLEWOOD MISA CONSORTIUM

Meeting Minutes

March 13, 2008

Attending: Larry Harris, HRDI; Darlene Sledge, HRDI; Janice Draski, Southwood Interventions; Othello Banner, Auburn Gresham BHC; Dr. Allyse Sturdivant, ICOCE; William Hayes, CMHC.

Review Minutes: Minutes were approved with minor corrections to the correct spelling of Ms. Lopez’s first name (Amparo).

Grant Opportunity Discussion – Drug Free Communities Support Program: There was a brief discussion and overview of the grant for members who did not attend the previous meeting. Attending members confirmed their organizations commitment toward this collaborative effort.  These organizations include Teamwork Englewood who William announced that they would be willing to be the fiscal agent for this project, Southwood Interventions, Community Mental Health Council, Inc., Human Resource Development Institute, Englewood BHC – Dept. of Public Health, Auburn Gresham – Dept. of Public Health, A Knock at Midnight, and Illinois Co-Occurring Center of Excellence. William indicated they he had not received a verbal commitment from Thresholds Associate Director, Debra Howard – Frye, but he did feel confident that they would commitment to actively participating in this effort. A subcommittee was formed to work on this project that consisted of the following members that included David Johnson, Janice Draski, Betty Craig, Dr. Allyse Sturdivant, Johnny Banks, Caroline Russell, Teamwork Englewood (TBD), and William Hayes. It was agreed that the first meeting would be held on April 22, 2008 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Southwood Interventions. William extended to the group that alternate sites could be used for the group meetings and extended CMHC on 6239 S. Western and an alternate site for the workgroup to meet in needed. It was agreed that a progress report would be communicated to the consortium members during our regularly scheduled monthly consortium meetings.

Parole Officers Training: Attending members were informed that the next scheduled training will be held on April 17, 2008 from 11:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. at Park National Bank. The program agenda will be the same to ensure that the information presented is consistent across training sessions. Consistent with the previous training, IDOC with provide lunch and Teamwork Englewood will supply the coffee, water, ice, and cups. The final training of the series of 3 sessions has been tentatively scheduled for May 28, 2008. William indicated he would confirm this date with Ms. Craig. William and Dr. Sturdivant agreed to schedule a time to meet at the bank and finalize the room set up.

Illinois Co-Occurring Center of Excellence Presentation: Dr. Sturdivant presented to the members an overview of their organization informing consortium members of the available resources they offer to consortiums that include trainings and technical support.  Dr. Sturdivant emphasized to the members that these training are available and developed primarily for the consortiums as oppose to individual organizations. Subsequent to her presentation Janice and Othello agreed to work together and develop a list of recommended trainings for the consortium utilizing the recommendations received from the staff survey on needs assessment. William agreed to email another copy for their review. Janice and Othello agreed to report on their recommendations at the next meeting in May.   

MISA Consortium Brochures: It was agreed that the consortium would used the existing brochures at the next two (2) training without any modification. Modifications to brochure will be facilitated through the subcommittee working on the DFC grant. It was agreed that any recommended changes to the brochure would first have to be approved by the consortium before enacted. It was discussed that the mission statement will have to be reviewed and modified to include prevention as a focus. Subsequently, change in language will have to be reflected on the brochure.

