DuPage County MISA Consortium

Meeting Minutes

March 2008

DuPage County Health Department
Chairs:  Rob Baechle

Recorder:  Michael Moran for Karen Notko

Time:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Kathy Rein (SHARE), Bonnie Benzies (Elgin Mental Health), Donna Rennard (Serenity House), Kathy Haywood-Smith (DCHD), Mike Moran (Breaking Free), Mary Lou Lowry (DuPage NAMI); Allyse Sturdivant (ICOCE), Andy O’Brien (DCHD), Jim Wojtas (Drug Court/Mental Health Court), Richard Kearney (TASC), Susan Kottra (DCHD), Laura Draut (Abraxas), Pamela Gomez Scott (Gateway), Charlotte Kauffman (DMH)

	Agenda Item #1
	Introduction and Announcements

	Discussion
	Minutes from the January, 2008 meeting were approved with the correction noted that Michael Moran was absent from the January, 2008 Meeting.


Laura Draut (Cornell – Woodridge) announced that Cornell was re-branding itself to Abraxas to reflect it’s focus on community-based services as opposed to a corrections focus.

Jim Wojtas (DuPage Drug Court/Mental Health Court) noted that there were over 2000 drug courts in operation nationwide but less than 200 mental health courts in operation.  This led to a discussion regarding the development of a mental health court infrastructure comparable to the drug court infrastructure that has developed.  Suggestion was made that he contact Anderson Freeman from the IDMH Office of Forensic Services to explore possibilities of collaborating on this topic.

Rob Baechle (DuPage County Health Department) discussed an upcoming training titled “Skills and Strategies for Mental Health Courts in Illinois” to be held at the College of DuPage in Glen Ellyn on June 11, 2008.  Further information can be obtained by contacting Bob Skrocki at the DuPage County Health Department.

Kathy Rein (SHARE) reported that SHARE has implemented the Matrix program for adults at their facility, which is a research-based cognitive –behavioral approach to treatment.  Donna Renard (Serenity House) reported that clients at Serenity House have been very positive about their experience with the Matrix model, consistently reporting that they “learn a lot”.

Dr. Allyse Sturdivant (Illinois Center on Co-Occurring Excellence/ICOCE) reported the following: there were a few opening for an upcoming training on March 14, 2008 at the Health Department; 2) there would be a cross-divisional training the week of June 9th, 2008; and that there was a full-day workshop on “Culture and Supervision” occurring on March 28, 2008 at Pilsen-Little Village in Chicago.

Pamela Gomez Scott (Gateway/Aurora) reported that they were in the process of incorporating strategies on mindfulness and meditation into their programming and inquired about trainers to work with their staff on this topic.  She asked that suggestions be directed to her.

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #2
	DuPage MISA Consortium Fall Recruitment Event

	Discussion
	The topic of hosting a fall DuPage MISA Consortium recruitment/promotional event was briefly discussed.  Various ideas were explored.

	Action
	It was determined that the event should be scheduled for early fall.  Details and planning to be revisited at the May meeting.

	Staff Responsible
	                      Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #3
	Training Committee

	Discussion
	Rob Baechle (DuPage County Health Department) solicited feedback on the recently conducted Advanced Group Training for Co-Occurring Disorders.  The discussion suggested that the material covered in the training was more basic than had been anticipated.  General discussion followed about the need to incorporate more “how to’s” rather than theoretical information only.  The upcoming Motivational Interviewing training at the DCHD is expected to be more techniques and how to’s rather than theoretical.  Discussion ensued regarding training in a “harm reduction” approach.  There was significant interest in the training, with a number of potential speakers suggested.  Rob Baechle (DCHD) indicated he would follow up with the ICOCE on the training of MISA supervisors.  The topic of mindfulness was also still an interest, with Mary Lou (DuPage NAMI) indicating that she had a resource on this topic that she would contact.  DCHD is also attempting to locate a psychiatrist to training their medical staff on harm reduction –possible speakers were solicited.  There is also still interest in the topic of psychopharmacology.

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #4
	DMH Update

	Discussion
	Charlotte Kaufman (IDMH) reported that training for co-occuring disorders is not on their calendar at this point due to the focus on transitioning to a fee for service environment.  The FY 2009 DMH budget as proposed includes funding for co-location services at State mental health hospitals.  Funding for the IDDT (Integrated Dual Disorders Treatment) grant has been completed.  The Region I co-location sites that were originally separated in to various networks, i.e., Metro North, etc. have collapsed into a broader Region I Co-location network.  They are now advocating for their services and funding among a variety of stakeholders.  They have embarked upon a city-wide public education campaign.    

	Action
	For information.

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #5
	Future Agendas

	Discussion
	Our next meeting is set for Friday, May 2, 2008

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


