ENGLEWOOD MISA CONSORTIUM MEETING

Meeting Minutes

February 14, 2008

Attending: Caroline Russell, CDPH-Englewood BHC; Janice Draski, Southwood Interventions; Arie Davis, IDOC / PRU; Gloria Swan, HRDI; Levi Aliposa, Thresholds Rowan Trees; Eve Packer, HRDI; Dr. Allyse Sturvivant, ICOCE; Johnny Banks, A Knock At Midnight; Betty Craig, IDOC / PRU; David Johnson, Southwood Interventions; and William Hayes, CMHC.

Review Minutes: Minutes were approved as submitted without corrections.

Grant Opportunity Discussion: Attending members reviewed the grant on Drug Free Community Support program sponsored by the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) in partnership with SAMHA. Members discussed level of interest from consortium members regarding relevant opportunities from organizational and consortium perspectives. Members discussed fits relevant to support of existing strategic plans of respective agencies. William indicated that he had spoken to Ampara Lopez, Executive Director over at Dept. of Public Health who verbalized a strong interest in participating in this project and also that he had spoken with Debra Howard-Frye, Vice President over at Thresholds who seemed to be interested but wanted to review the application package before she could give some input. Dr. Sturdivant discussed selling points that might be helpful in creating buy in from members of the respective organizations executive leadership teams. She agreed to writing and disseminating a sample highlighting key points for participating in this collaborative initiative. William asked that attending members take this information back to their respective organizations and get a firm commitment to participate or a decline to participate. It was agreed that at the next meeting a subcommittee would be formed to work on this project. It was also agreed that the subcommittee would need to meet one time per month (in addition to the regularly scheduled consortium meetings) for two hours at most for a 6 – 8 month period to collaborate and write and have a well scripted grant application prepared for submission for the next grant cycle in 2009.

Parole Officers Training Debriefing: Members that attended and participated in the planning of the Parole Officers Training provided feedback regarding the outcome of training and input into taking lessons learned and improving the next scheduled session. It was agreed that the topics presented would be consistent throughout the next three sessions to make sure that the parole officers receive the same information. Ms. Craig indicated that the available resources that were provided to the parole officers only covered the Englewood area and that the officers were requesting a City wide resource listing of agencies that provide MISA serves and other behavioral healthcare services. William agreed to develop a more extensive resource listing for the parole officers that would be available for the officers who attended the first session as well as the upcoming sessions. Ms. Russell agreed to have TIPs 42 (Reference book on Occurring Disorders) available for the officers for the next two sessions. Ms. Davis stated she would  have officers stop by her office to transport the books to the trainings. The next two training dates were scheduled for March 20th and April 17th. William agreed to get back with the members once he checked and secured the meeting space. It was also agreed that the training time would be extended and hour (11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.) to allow more time for the presenters to finish their presentation without rushing.

MISA Consortium Brochures: Janice indicated that she still has not spoken or seen Pam. Members were asked to review the brochure that was used during the Parole Officer’s training. William indicated that he had taken the draft that Pam had sent him, made minimal changes, and basically cut and pasted. Once the subcommittee is formed to work on the grant the mission statement will have to be reviewed and modified to include prevention as a focus. Change in language will have to be reflected on the brochure.   

