DuPage County MISA Consortium

Meeting Minutes

January 2008
DuPage County Health Department
Chairs:  Rob Baechle

Recorder:  Karen Notko

Time:  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Members Present:  Karen Notko (TASC), Richard Kearney (TASC), (Gateway), Kathy Rein (SHARE), Bonnie Benzies (Elgin Mental Health), Donna Rennard (Serenity House), Kathy Haywood-Smith (DCHD), Mike Moran (Breaking Free)
	Agenda Item #1
	Introduction and Announcements

	Discussion
	Sarah Howe from IADDA will be coming in April or May to do an hour presentation on advocacy.

There will be a meeting of the family support workgroup after today’s formal meeting.
The Health Department has a new, unified central intake process and are working from an electronic client record now.  Of course there are growing pains, but there is community-based ability to access all records in real time.

There is concern over the County budget and the Health Department is committed to do whatever they need to do to meet client needs.

The MISA Institute has changed their name to the Illinois Co-Occurring Center for Excellence and the website can be found at www.illinoiscoce.org   They have an upcoming training scheduled on advanced group treatment and you can call Erin at (312) 660-1860 for more information.

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #2
	MICAP and Drug Court Update

	Discussion
	There have been some changes in the ways of doing business with MICAP.  The psychological information is no longer a matter of public record and the files are treated more confidentially.  As of February 1, application order to MICAP will be changing in order to lessen amount of paperwork needed to transfer the case.  This plays out to a faster process and less continuances.  MICAP and Drug Court are working together towards cross-education of available services.
County funds are an issue, but under the public safety and transportation act, the collar counties will be eligible for a half-cent sales tax

There has been discussion to create an Illinois Association of Mental Health Court Professionals.

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                      Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #3
	Family Support Group

	Discussion
	Two groups are being held: one on Thursday evenings at the Health Department and one on Saturday mornings at Breaking Free.  Since the inception, one person has shown up, so the workgroup is looking for ideas on how to sustain this idea.  NAMI has a family support and education 12-week program that is held six times each year and they do fill up (two groups, 23 in one and 20 in the second).  Word of mouth gets people to register.  They use trained individuals who follow a curriculum.  It is well received and many people volunteer after completion and keep it going.  
Maybe some active public relation attempts will help and notification should appear in local papers.  NAMI willing to put notice in their directory.  

Maybe collaborate somehow with local NAMI to get it going.  Mary Lou, Charlotte and MISA to meet and kick around some ideas before we try to start it up again.  Charlotte said she would be happy to be involved and a meeting was arranged for February 5 in the afternoon at the NAMI office in Wheaton.

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #4
	Training Topic Suggestions

	Discussion
	Update on street drugs.  Suggestion for a DEA field officer to conduct the training.  Previous training was very good and Rob will follow up.

Via discussion at the Health Department:  motivational interviewing training happened a while ago and maybe this should be offered as a refresher.  Maybe more advanced level training in this area.

Jim suggested we take a look at a training on the changes in drug testing.  There are so many myths-levels irrelevant and can’t use levels as predictors of anything.  Need to look at the scientific accuracy-validity.

Burnout of working with this challenging population.  Learning to let go; can’t save everyone.  Recognize limits to what we can do.

How to supervise those who deal with the MISA population.  Alyse will get dates of supervisory training available to Rob.

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


	Agenda Item #4
	Future Agendas

	Discussion
	Our next meeting is set for Friday, March 7, 2008

	Action
	

	Staff Responsible
	                                                Date Due:

	Outcome
	Further Discussion:


